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What is a Jamboree?



What is a Jamboree?

• The World Scout Jamboree is the largest regular 
event organised by the World Scout Movement

• It takes place every four years in a different 
country 

• There have been 23 jamborees so far since 1929 
(Olympia, UK) except during WWII and 1979

• Participants are selected to represent their country 
and attend as Units, not as part of their District, 
Group or Troop/Unit



24th World Scout Jamboree
West Virginia 2019



The Jamboree Hosts

• This 24th World Scout Jamboree is unique 
because it is a team effort by Scouts 
Canada, Asociación de Scouts de México, 
and the Boy Scouts of America. The three 
countries are getting ready to welcome 
Scouting friends as family to “Unlock a 
New World.”



The Theme

• “Unlock a New World” invites you to unlock new 
adventures, new cultures, and new friendships 

• Designed by youth representatives from the three 
host countries who were responsible for 
presenting the original bid for the 24th World 
Scout Jamboree

• Defined by the cultures found in the “New World” 
countries of Mexico, Canada, and the USA



The Jamboree Site

• The Summit Bechtel 
Reserve is located in 
West Virginia, USA

• Comprised of more 
than 14,000 acres of 
beautiful forested 
mountains adjacent 
to more than 70,000 
acres of national park 
in the scenic New 
River Gorge area of 
West Virginia



https://youtu.be/jHLvQyw2Z5s

https://youtu.be/QNq3Ym5AAN8



WSJ2019  - ‘Unlock the World’

Programme will be around 5 elements

• Adventure

• Leadership

• Friendship

• Sustainability

• Service



Season of Service

The Season of Service, supported by the World 
Organization of the Scout Movement (WOSM), will 
give every Scout the opportunity to be involved in 
community service and to share their experiences 
with others 

Starting on 1 June, 2019 
and continuing until 21 
July, 2019, when the 
24th World Scout 
Jamboree begins at the 
Summit Bechtel Family 
National Scout Reserve in 
West Virginia, U.S.A.



Global Development Village

At the Global Development Village, Scouts will have 
the opportunity to learn about global issues and how 
Scouting can help provide a solution 

Many organizations will 
be on site from across 
the globe to showcase 
how Scouts can take 
what they learn at the 
jamboree and translate 
that into helping in their 
home country



Faith and Beliefs

The Faith and Beliefs zone is an area where 
Scouts can learn about the different religions 
of the world and their history and support of 
Scouting 

Jamboree participants 
will also have the 
opportunity to 
participate in a 
religious service 
according to their 
own custom and 
traditions



Cultural Experience Day

The jamboree will come alive with the sight and 
sounds of the cultures of the world. Scouts will 
have the opportunity to share their culture with 
other Scouts through, music, dance, games, food 
and more



Daily Events/ Ceremonies

During the jamboree, Scouts will have the 
opportunity to witness and participate in many 
special activities. Start each morning with a flag 
raising ceremony, stop by to hear a talk from a 
special jamboree guest, 
catch the afternoon 
performance by a 
band, look up for an 
aircraft flyover, or sit 
down at night and tell 
stories by the campfire 
with new friends from 
another country. 



Stadium Experience

The opening and closing shows will take place in 
the AT&T Summit Stadium. These exciting and 
memorable shows will showcase the best of 
Scouting and provide an unforgettable experience 
for all



Climate

• The month of July is characterized by warm 

weather, with daily high temperatures around 

79°F/26°C and daily low temperatures around 

62°F/16° C, and moderate to high humidity

• The site typically experiences partly cloudy 

conditions during the month with the 

possibility of thunderstorms and rain showers



The UK Contingent



The UK Contingent

• In 2015, to Japan

• 2,680 Participants and Unit Leaders
- 67 Units (36yp + 4 leaders)

• 300 International Service Team

• 26 Contingent Support Team

• 10 Contingent Management Team

• 2 FTE members of staff



UK Contingent Programme

• Arrive West Virginia from UK

• Big City visit

• 24th World Scout Jamboree:  

• 22nd July–2nd Aug 2019 - 12 Days

• HoHo USA & Canada

• Return to UK



Why go?

• Why do we encourage young people and 
adults to attend?

- Celebration of scouting around the world

- Personal development

- Life skills

- Experiencing other cultures

- Learning about the world and issues that affect 
other young people first hand



Commitment expected

• Commitment goes beyond the jamboree 
itself

• Preparation and training events throughout 
2018 and 2019

• Promoting the jamboree across the District 
before and after

• Fund-raising

• Publicity

• Post-jamboree events



Cost



Cost

• Cost for the whole jamboree experience, including 
the training and preparation activities leading up to 
the jamboree is £3770  

• The fee will include the following:

• Unit preparation and training during 2018 and 2019

• Flights between the UK and North America and transfers 
North America.

• The Jamboree from the 22nd July to the 2nd August 2019 
and the full programme while on site.

• A Big City Experience that will give Units the chance to 
visit a North American City where they will help design their 
own programme, learn new skills and find out more about 
the City’s culture.



Cost

• And…  

• The UK Contingent Post Event for all UK Units to meet 
together and share an experience unique to the UK 
Contingent. The event will be a celebration of North 
American culture.

• HoHo (Home Hospitality): Participants will stay in the 
United States of America or Canada and gain knowledge 
and understanding of everyday life in North America. The 
fee includes transportation costs, accommodation and food.

• Kit: Branded UK Jamboree uniform and some additional kit 
will be provided for the trip and can be kept as mementos 
of the 24th World Scout Jamboree. We will work with young 
people to help us select and design the kit that will be 
provided as part of the fee.



Cost

• Fundraising is highly encouraged (if not essential) and advice on 
this can be provided by District and Jamboree Unit Leaders

• Through the generosity of the Norman Hyde Scout Trust Fund, 
some financial support is anticipated as being available via the 
District for each participant

• Parents and young people will be expected to fund the remaining 
amount.  Some Groups have in the past have been able to assist 
with fund-raising efforts

• There will also be grant advice available to assist attendees in 
circumstances of specific personal or financial hardship to attend 
the Jamboree 

• Please do not allow money to be a barrier to participants applying. 
There will be bursary funds available nationally and individuals will 
be helped with ideas regarding how to fundraise towards their 
Jamboree fees



The Jamboree Experience



22nd Jamboree Sweden



Selection



Selection Day – 11th November 2017

• Attendance is mandatory

• The Priory School

• A range of activities to help demonstrate scouting 
skills, teamwork and ability to get along with other 
people

• A 20-minute individual interview to find out why you 
want to go to the jamboree



How to apply?

• Online application form at: 

hitchinscouts.org/wsj2019

• Applications open – now

• Applications close – 12:00, 31 Oct 2017

• All applicants will know the outcome of 
the selection day by mid-November



Key points

• Hitchin has been allocated seven places 

• It is inevitable that more than seven young people 
will apply

• This means not everyone can be selected to go

• Do not let this put you off applying. If you don’t 
apply, you can’t be considered.  Applying does not 
commit to accepting a place

• You must have been born between 22nd July 2001 
and 21st July 2005



More information

• wsj2019.org

• ukcontingent.co.uk/jamboree-2019/



Questions?


